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during a strike, he is called a Blackleg, a Scab,
a Knob-stick. In Durham not long ago the
union men were advised not to ride in the same
cage, smoke in the same cabin, or allow their
daughters to marry blacklegs. In what respect
is the blackleg in a mine different from the
Trade Union officials who defied the decisions
of the Trade Unionists of Halifax? There
is no difference ; these men blacklegged just
as truly as does the man who won't carry out
the finding of his Trade Union. This is so
clear in the face of the facts that it requires
no elaboration. The Trade Unionists of the
country are saying so."
That was an exaggeration. Some trade union-
ists were saying so, but the mass remained torpid
for a long time. It was only by obstinate repeti-
tion that Hardie made them understand they
would get nothing worth having out of Liberals
or Tories unless they had a numerous and active
Party of their own. Week after week in the
monthly Labour Leader, into which the Miner
had been turned, he argued in this simply elo-
quent strain :
" Are we to wait for Labour reforms until
it pleases one or other of the political parties
to introduce them, or are we to have an In-
dependent Labour Party which will fight
Liberal Sweaters of Labour - of whom there
are many in Parliament - and Tory sweaters
of labour alike ?